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In the News
A Call for Energy Realism

National Public Radio
August 2, 2010

Environment and geography professor Vaclav Smil was featured on the USA’s 
National Public Radio (NPR). His book, Energy Myths and Realities, was the 
topic of discussion. In regard to energy sources and consumption, the various 
targets proposed by Nixon, Carter and Gore collided with the harsh reality that 
“energy transitions are inherently prolonged affairs lasting decades, not years.” 
While we commonly think of the 1900s as the “oil century,” oil did not become 
the world’s largest primary energy supplier until 1965; and during the 20th 
century as a whole, it contributed slightly less energy than did coal. “In global 
terms,” says Smil, “1800 to 1900 was still a part of the millennia-long wooden 
era, and 1900 to 2000 was (albeit by a small margin) the coal century.” 

Another Roadside Canola
New York Times
August 9, 2010

Scientists recently reported that genetically engineered versions of the canola 
plant are flourishing in the form of roadside weeds in North Dakota, marking 
one of the first instances of a genetically modified crop establishing itself in 
the wild. Alexis Knispel, who has just completed a doctoral dissertation on the 
subject at the University of Manitoba, shared his thoughts with the newspaper 
on how the roadside biotech plants resistant to the herbicide Roundup have 
become a problem.

I Like to Ride My Bicycle
The Globe and Mail, Canadian Press, Trail Daily Times, Winnipeg Sun, Penticton 
Herald, Winnipeg Free Press, Moncton Times & Transcript, Brandon Sun, Cape 
Breton Post, Guelph Mercury, Waterloo Region Record 
August 11, 2010

Internal medicine’s Ryan Zarychanski released a study showing that bike helmet 
laws are effective. His study indicates that provinces that force cyclists to don 
helmets have the highest helmet use. And the more comprehensive the law, the 
better, it found. “The time to pass legislation was probably 10 years ago, but it’s 
not too late,” Zarychanski told the media. Helmet use is linked to a reduction in 
head injuries. But critics of mandatory rules often say laws can be a turnoff for 
would-be cyclists. That’s nonsense, say the authors of the study, which appears 
in the August edition of the journal Injury Prevention. After studying health 
data, they found that helmet legislation introduced in two jurisdictions, PEI and 
Alberta, had no negative impact on bicycle use.

Give Me a D!
The Globe And Mail, Canadian Press
 July 13, 2010 

Internal medicine’s Bill Leslie, head of the advisory committee to Osteoporosis 
Canada, spoke with media about a report their committee recently released that 
said most Canadians need more vitamin D, but particularly those older than 50, 
who are most at risk of osteoporosis. They should take 800 to 2,000 international 
units daily, or more. Those younger need less, but still should be taking 400 
to 1,000 IU. This is up to five times the amount that Health Canada currently 
advises. “Our recommendations are based on our review of the evidence and 
we can’t speak to the factors that Health Canada considered,” Leslie said.  

Headlines

“Green slime can be toxic, experts say,” Winnipeg Free Press, August 11, 
2010, story about blue-green algae in Lake Winnipeg and research of 
Greg McCullough who studies satellite photos of the algae growth on 
the lake and says the vast majority of toxin victims are cattle and dogs.

“Capturing the past while sculpting the future,” Winnipeg Free Press, August 
12, 2010, story about two School of Art students who won a national sculpture 
contest; U of M’s Sherrie Rennie was named the overall winner for her piece 
Inner-city ‘Bred.’

Pierce receives Slovak honour

Prof awarded Order of Canada
Aftab A. Mufti has been awarded Member of the Order of Canada for his contributions 
to and leadership in the field of civil engineering, notably for researching the use 
of advanced composite materials and fibre optic sensors in the construction and 
monitoring of bridges and other infrastructures.

Grant N. Pierce, St. Boniface Hospi-
tal executive director, Research, has 
received the highest award from the 
Slovak Academy of Sciences at a recent 
meeting in Smolenice, Slovakia — the 
Jan Jessenius Gold Medal in Medical 
Sciences — in recognition of outstand-
ing international achievement in the 
field of medical research. The award 
was presented in June by the President 
of the Slovak Academy of Sciences. The 

Slovak Academy of Sciences (SAS) is the 
main scientific and research institution 
in Slovakia fostering basic and strategic 
basic research. The SAS consists of 69 
scientific organizations and publishes 
57 scientific and professional journals. 
More than 40 scientific and scholarly 
societies, which associate scientists and 
scholars from various disciplines, are af-
filiated with SAS.

Brave new roles, con’t.
relationship] is changing.”

 “It gets more interesting the more 
you research,” she says.

“Archives are becoming more like 
partners; [for instance,] in increased 
dialogue with indigenous communities,” 
notes Lindsay. She says the trend is 
shaping the reformulation of both 
information and archives as “building of 
community capacity rather than simply 
being a resource for specific questions.”

Lindsay gives the example of the 
partnership between the Legacy of 
Hope Foundation and Library and 
Archives Canada (then the National 
Archives). “Where are the Children?” 
was a monumental exhibit organized 
by an Aboriginal curator who worked 
with National Archives and other 
organizations. According to the Legacy 
of Hope Foundation, the objective of 
the display and associated initiatives 
were “to promote awareness amongst 
the Canadian public about residential 
schools and to help them to understand 
the ripple effect of those schools […] and 
to bring about reconciliation.”

Another example she cites is project 
naming, in which Libraries and Archives 
Canada has invited indigenous people to 
add individual names to historical group 
photos, including Inuit and Aboriginal 
photos.

She says it’s all about rethinking 
the role that archives and archivists 
can actively take — and take on at a 
community or national level  — rather 
than only case-by-case responses.

Archives support an academic 
function along with a whole host of 
other public uses, says Nesmith, who 
adds the examples of research into 
healthcare issues such as psychiatric 
disorders, skin cancer and Alzheimer’s, 
research of environmental conditions 
and a broad range of new cultural 
purposes. “Novelists, playwrights, poets, 
filmmakers, TV and radio broadcasters, 
artists, musicians are coming to archives 
now to do research,” he says.

The creation of the U of M archival 
studies program in 1991, he says, 
“reflected the need to educate archivists 
for the new roles they were beginning to 
play and new knowledge they needed, 
while continuing to draw on the historical 
knowledge they still required to fulfill 
those roles effectively.”

The program at U of M is unique in 
that respect, as the only one in Canada to 
offer a graduate degree for the completion 
of a curriculum in archival studies that is 
in a history department. Its positioning in 
history has fostered a research-oriented 
approach in a humanities context rather 
than one that’s primarily technical or 
administrative.

Nesmith indicates this as the 
program’s hallmark and a central reason 
its graduates have succeeded so well in 
the field. The U of M program requires 
the identification of a particular research 
problem followed by research, a thesis 
and a thesis defense.

The research orientation, according 
to Nesmith, has “paid off in spades, 
particularly for the current class, which 
is very strong.”

Four students in the 2009-2010 class 
of six have received accolades for their 
scholarship and have been awarded 
national funding from the Social Sciences 
and Humanities Research Council of 
Canada (SSHRC). And as anyone who’s 
slogged through writing and putting 
together a research proposal knows, 
getting a SSHRC is no mean feat.

The program’s not necessarily well-
known on campus, he says, in spite of 
the fact that he and adjunct professor 
Terry Cook, who taught part-time in 
the program from 1998 to 2010, have 
been invited as keynote speakers to 
conferences of academic and professional 
archivists around the world.

“I think we have a very exciting 
program here that has made the U of M 
known among archivists internationally 
for excellence in this field.”


