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In the News
Facemail

CBC’s The National
November 14, 2010
Rob Warren from the Centre for Entrepreneurship spoke to the news agency 
about plans the social-networking website Facebook has for launching an e-mail 
service. “Basically what Facebook is trying to do is become sort of a one-stop shop,” 
Warren said. “Essentially Facebook is doing this for a really simple reason, that 
Google is that proverbial 800-pound gorilla in the computer world and Facebook 
wants to take all the goodwill and those users they’ve built up and take that to 
the next level... They want to be able to offer you a whole bunch of services, a 
whole bunch of options because if they do that, then they’re even more attractive 
to marketers.”

More understanding of H1N1
The Ottawa Citizen, Winnipeg Free Press, Star Phoenix, Edmonton Journal, CBC.ca

November 14, 2010 
A U of M study recently noted that Aboriginal people are able to ward off the 
H1N1 flu virus as well as or better than the rest of the population — a finding 
that contradicts the theory that put aboriginals at the head of the line for the 
vaccine last year. “The results point out that aboriginal people are not deficient 
in their immune response to H1N1,” said Ethan Rubinstein, the lead researcher 
and a member of the U of M’s infectious diseases section. The study tested the 
immune response of 120 aboriginal people from Manitoba. The subjects were 
from large population centres, like Winnipeg and Portage la Prairie; none of them 
were from the northern reserves which experienced severe flu outbreaks in the 
past year. “The results show they reacted beautifully to the vaccine,” Rubinstein 
said. “If another wave comes, one vaccine would be sufficient.”  Aboriginal people 
were given priority for the H1N1 vaccine in 2009 and were required to get two 
dosages instead of the single shot other Canadians received.

Passage to India
The Times of India 

November 10, 2010 
The Times of India reports that President David Barnard of announced a 
new partnership with Indian Institute of Crop Processing Technology and 
the ministry of food processing industries. Both the sides will contribute 
$100,000 each to train six scientists and offer scholarships. The article explains 
that eight Canadian universities announced a series of scholarships worth 
four million Canadian dollars for Indian students. The investments include 
the new Globalink Canada-India Graduate Fellowship. Six memoranda of 
understanding were also signed between Canadian and Indian educational 
institutes.

No LOL Matter 
CBC.ca

November  9, 2010 
U of M researchers found that sending simple text messages by cellphone to 
HIV patients in Kenya increased the likelihood that they would stay healthy. 
The messages were sent once a week, asking “Mambo?” or “How are you?” 
in Kishwahili. Study participants were more likely to follow their medication 
regimen, 62 per cent, compared with 50 per cent among those who didn’t 
get the texts, researchers from the University of British Columbia and the 
University of Manitoba reported in Tuesday’s online issue of The Lancet. 
Those who were randomly assigned to receive the messages were also more 
likely to have an undetectable level of HIV a year after starting treatment, the 
researchers found. 

HEADLINES
“Ottawa scientists lands $100,000 Gates Foundation grant to develop contraceptive 
that prevents STD transmission,” Ottawa Citizen, Nov. 9, 2010, article about a team 
of researchers including U of M scientist Emmanuel Ho, who received money to 
develop a revolutionary new vaginal contraceptive that also prevents the spread 
of AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases.

“New energy: climate change and sustainability shape a new era,” The Christian 
Science Monitor, Nov. 8, 2010, article reviews book by Vaclav Smil, professor of 
Environment and Geography.

I also want to take this opportunity 
to emphasize that the University of 
Manitoba encourages informed debate 
on issues related to academic policy, such 
as those in the case before us. Where it is 
possible for the university to improve its 
policies, and where it is possible for the 
university to improve its transparency 
with respect to these policies, so that 
decisions and actions can be clearly 
accounted for, we will do so. To this 
end, the administration and Senate have 
already commenced discussions relating 
to the accommodation of students with 
disabilities, including a review of:

how to balance the University’s • 
lega l  obl igat ion to  of fer 
reasonable accommodations to 
students with disabilities while 
protecting academic standards;
what types of accommodations • 
may be of fered,  wi thout 
compromi s ing  a cademic 
standards;
who should decide on whether • 
accommodations should be 
offered, and if so, what type;
what types of evidence of • 
disability should the decision- 
maker require;
with whom is the decision-maker • 

expected to consult;
how to ensure timely decisions • 
on accommodation are made, 
so that a student’s academic 
progress is not compromised; 
and,
how to protect the privacy • 
of students while assessing 
a case and implementing 
accommodations.

Discussion of these matters will 
involve students, faculty, staff and experts 
in these fields and will take place through 
the university Senate, our academic 
governing body, in the spirit of our 
institutional commitment to continuous 
improvement.  The University of Manitoba 
will learn from this experience, and it is 
our intention to do so as a responsible 
and responsive academic community.

I will provide you with an update 
when it is possible to do so. However, for 
now, I plan not to comment further and 
allow the legal processes to unfold. 

Your comments and perspectives are 
welcome. I have created the following 
email address and invite you to comment: 
umfeedback@umanitoba.ca.

Thank you for your continued 
commitment to and support of the 
University of Manitoba.

President’s comment, cont’d.

Patrick Choy, M.Sc., 
PhD,MD, FAHA, FIACS, 
has been appointed 
as special advisor to 
President Barnard and 
and the dean of Medicine. 
Choy will assist John 
Kearsey, vice president 
(external)  in engaging 
international  interest 
in the University of 
Manitoba.  

“Dr. Choy’s passion 
for scientific discovery and 
pursuit of international 
partnerships will enhance the University 
of Manitoba’s global opportunities 
and help fulfill our mission,” said Dr. 
Barnard.

Choy’s appointment as special 
advisor is effective from November 1, 
2010 to June 30, 2012. A distinguished 
scientist who is an international leader 
in the study of heart disease, Choy is 
committed to building research and 
academic collaborations between the 
University of Manitoba and universities 
in China.  To date, Choy has negotiated 
numerous agreements allowing students 
and researchers to participate in valuable 
exchanges with Shanghai Medical 
University, Jilin University and Shantou 

University.
Choy has also led the 

U of M’s participation in 
the East-West Alliance, a 
network of 10 prestigious 
universities from around the 
world that is committed to 
the development of medical 
research and educational 
projects  with a global 
impact.  

“Dr. Choy’s dedication 
to the Faculty of Medicine, 
to the University of Manitoba 
and to the scientific and 

research community is highly regarded 
and will benefit all of us as he assumes 
this new role as Special Advisor and 
engages with university partners on the 
global stage,” said Brian Postl, dean, 
Faculty of Medicine.

Choy joined the University of 
Manitoba in 1979 as a researcher 
and professor in the department of 
biochemistry and medical genetics. He 
served as head of the department from 
1992 to 1999 and as associate dean 
of research in the Faculty of Medicine 
from 1999 to 2009. Choy then served 
as associate dean of development in the 
Faculty of Medicine.

Choy appointed as special advisor

Patrick Choy.


