
EXCEPTIONAL AWARD 
FOR AN EXCEPTIONAL 
LEADER 
The Manitoba Medical Service Foundation 
(MMSF) is pleased to announce that Dr. John 
Wade, Assistant Executive Director of the MMSF 
is the recipient of the Institute of Public 
Administration of Canada (IPAC) 2011 Lieutenant 
Governor’s Medal for Excellence in Public 

Administration. This award recognizes the exceptional achievement of a person who 
has shown distinctive leadership in public administration in Manitoba.  

On November 8, 2011at a ceremony at Government House in Winnipeg, Lieutenant 
Governor, the Honourable Philip S. Lee presented John with a specially engraved 
medal and a framed certificate. 

The MMSF is proud of John’s accomplishments. He has been a member of the 
Foundation for twenty-two years and during this time has been dedicated to helping 
guide a combination of lay people and medical professionals through our operating 
grant competitions and other prestigious awards by providing advice and leadership. He 
is a valued member of our organization as well as serves on many other boards for the 
betterment of the health of all people. His efforts expand further than any one entity and 
he has strong beliefs in organizations working together for a common good. Through his 
experience and wisdom, our Foundation has made huge strides forward in working 
collaboratively with many other granting agencies for the benefit of all researchers in 
Manitoba and internationally. John consistently goes above and beyond regular duties 
to assist new researchers by providing feedback, advice, mentorship and assisting them 
in developing collaborations with experts in and across fields. 

John has had a diversely distinguished career while wearing many different hats 
including dean of medicine at the University of Manitoba, deputy health minister, board 
chair of the Winnipeg Regional Health Authority and many other leadership positions on 
provincial and national boards. His long-standing interest in public administration has 
led to the establishment of The Manitoba Institute for Patient Safety (MIPS), and the 
Canadian Patient Safety Institute (CPSI). Dr. Wade is also professor in the Departments 
of Anesthesia and Community Health Sciences, Faculty of Medicine at the University of 
Manitoba. Furthermore he was a founding member of Canadian University Departments 
of Anaesthesia. 

He was one of the first physicians to travel up North during a time when surgeries for 
Northern residents were solely performed in Winnipeg. Over the course of his career he 



has encouraged Aboriginal students to pursue professional careers and established the 
ACCESS Program that has broken down barriers and provided support for these 
students to enter and succeed at medical school and in other professional programs 
offered at the University of Manitoba. He was a pioneer for a demographic of a different 
sort: expectant female residents. His unrelenting ways paid off as the Royal College of 
Physicians and Surgeons of Canada amended its policy to accommodate a leave of 
absence from clinical training for pregnant female residents.  

“Dr. Wade is an outstanding leader who is dedicated to solving some of the most 
difficult challenges we face in health care, and I congratulate him on receiving this 
prestigious award,” said Dr. Digvir S. Jayas, Vice-President (Research and 
International) and Distinguished Professor at the University of Manitoba. “It truly is an 
honour to have someone so dedicated to his profession, and to the lives and safety of 
patients, as an integral fiber within our university and the community at large.”  

“We congratulate Dr. Wade on this most prestigious, and fitting, honour,” said Dr. Brian 
Postl, Dean of Medicine, University of Manitoba. “He is deeply respected by his 
colleagues for his many innovations in clinical practice and academe and continues to 
serve our community as leader, professor, mentor, and health advocate.” 

“We would not be where we are today without men like John who work effortlessly to 
make the world a healthier place to live.” said Mr. Allen Rouse, Chairman of the MMSF 
Board. “John’s wealth of caring and wisdom keeps the Foundation moving forward in a 
positive direction. John is a true pioneer who should never be forgotten and a true 
leader in health care and mentorship.” John joins the ranks alongside past recipients as 
an outstanding leader. 

The IPAC award pays tribute to public sector practitioners whose careers exhibit the highest 
standard of excellence, dedication, and accomplishment. The award seeks to provide recognition 
on an outstanding individual and to underscore the need for creative, highly skilled individuals 
in the public sector. The award is granted on the basis of outstanding contributions on a 
sustained basis rather than as a result of any single exceptional public service deed. For more 
information, or to view a list of past recipients, please visit: 
http://www.ipac.ca/Manitoba/LieutenantGovernorsMedal. 
 
Quotes from Dr. Brian Postl and Dr. Digvir Jayas extracted from a University of Manitoba 
Announcement. For more information on the University of Manitoba article, please visit: 
http://myuminfo.umanitoba.ca/index.asp?sec=7&too=100&dat=11/9/2011&sta=3&wee=2&eve
=8&npa=27198 
 
The MMSF is proudly supported by Manitoba Blue Cross. 
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